The importance of the interdisciplinary team in Pediatric Dentistry regarding the detection of
child abuse in a girl with disability.

029

Melisa Velazquez*, Mariana Armada, Lucia Mata. Gabriela Scagnet

Don Benito Quinquela Martín Hospital. Buenos Aires . Argentina

Introduction:
According to the WHO, children
with disabilities suffer any kind of
violence with a frequency of 3.7
more than who do not have this
condition, and among this group,
those with intellectual disability are
the most affected. Pediatric dentist
as a health agent, must be
prepared and trained in order to
observe
and
detect
child
maltreatment.

Objetive
To demonstrate and highlight the
importance of the interdisciplinary
work, intervening in the early
detection of suspected situations of
child abuse, during comprehensive
dental care treatment.
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Case Report
• A 6-year-old girl with Noonan Syndrome and a history of
acquired syphilis at 2 years of age, who attended the Special
Care Unit-Quinquela Martin Hospital- The screening showed
poor oral health (ceod: 14) and lack of basic care.

• The social worker´s intervention was required by taking the infectious disease
as an indicator of abuse, and the anamnesis was done in an interdisciplinary
way.
• Evaluation: the girl was being cared by her grandmother due to the negligence
of the parents (drugs/alcohol addiction, personal neglect, lack of hygiene,
feeding problems) by decision of the Child Welfare Service. The girl lived with
her grandmother and also with her father, despite the fact that he was exercising
psychological and symbolic violence against them

The interdisciplinary health team decided on a plan with two
areas of intervention:
1. identify the obstacles that operate in the girl's caregiver
(grandmother) to report that they were victims of violence .
2. retrieve the diagnosis made by the Child Welfare Services
on suspicion of sexual abuse

Conclusion
The intervention with a social worker in
the interdisciplinary team gave the legal
and contextual tools to determinate the
existence of maltreatment/neglect or
abuse to this girl. The interdisciplinary
work favored the pediatric dentist to act
in a safe way, without blaming the family.
This vision of interdisciplinary work
transcends the dental treatment to which
the girl attended, ensuring the physical,
emotional and social well-being of the
child.
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